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ic record, he was accepted
at each school without an
interview.  Jan's career
pathway included four our
years of undergraduate
work at Dickinson, then
three years of law school at
Dickinson, and then he had
to service six months of
clerkship with a practicing
lawyer before he could take
the bar exam.  

“Even all through law
school, I loved learning.
But I will say, I learned
more from my uncle Rus-
sell Griest in six months by
shadowing him than I
learned in law school.  In
law school I learned the
law and how to think, but
my Uncle Russ taught me
how to carry myself on the
courtroom floor.  I learned
the theory in the classroom
and he showed me what it
looked like and how to do
it.  He was a good teacher
for me.  He mentored me
well.  I practiced law with
him for five years, and then
I started my own firm.”

“I remember Uncle
Russell told me that there
were three things I should
aim for in my career.  One,
become a member of a
bank Board of Directors;
Number two, was to be-
come the president of our
Association,  and the third
one was to become a judge.
I became the chairman of
the bank board, and I be-
came president of the Bar
Association, and I was
asked to run for the judge,
but I chose not to.

In 1963, Jan took the
bar exam.  Jan said that
only fifty percent of those
taking the exam passed.
“There were five of us who
went to Philadelphia take
the bar exam, and all of us
were scared to death,” said
Wiley.  “The day we took
the exam, we walked into
the room and people were
throwing-up.  When I went
into the exam room, I told
myself I need to pray.  I
asked God to help me pass
the test.  When all five of us
had finished the exam, my
friends were all worked up
and upset, but I just knew I
passed it.”  So, like many
college students  do, they
went and had a drink.

Three days before grad-
uation Jan was sitting
around with his five best
friends again talking about
where they wanted to begin
their law practice.  Cities
like Pittsburgh, Philadel-
phia,  Harrisburg were
mentioned then Jan sud-
denly announced, “I'm go-
ing to Dillsburg.”  His
friends were very sur-
prised.  They called him a
few choice names and
could not understand why
with his education, he
would go back to Dills-
burg.  Wiley told them flat
out. “I'm going to Dillsburg
because that's where I live.
My family is there.  It's a
small town where every-
body knows everybody
else.  I'm going back and
opening my practice in my
hometown.”

Five years later, the
friends got together again.
Jan was doing better than
all of his buddies.  He

pointed out, “To work your
way up the corporate lad-
der of a law firm takes a
while, but I jumped right to
the top of my ladder in my
hometown.  I went out to
Vance Haar's and bought a
desk and a chair, and two
chairs and a light for the
waiting room, all for 100
dollars.  I started my office
with that.”  He had three
clients in the first week,
and from that point on, the
residents of Dillsburg sup-
ported him.  That home-
town support still continues
today.  “My key to success
was two things: I got the
work out in a timely man-
ner, and I never carried an
attitude.”

Jan had the opportunity
to work in the District At-
torney's office right away.
“We'd work ten weeks at
the most, so I kept my prac-
tice in open in Dillsburg,
too,” he said.  Mr. Wiley
worked from 1969 through
1973 for the District Attor-
ney.  He remembers there
were five murders during
the four years he worked
for the DA.  “I tried cases
and I loved it,” he said.
“Hal (Fitzkee) told me, 'We
don't want to lose any of
these cases, so you're going
to be the trial lawyer.'  I told
him that I wasn't a trial
lawyer, and he said to me,
'you're the only one who
can go in there and woo the
old ladies, and if you do
that, you will win.'  Those
four years were the most
fun I ever had practicing
law, and that experience
occurred at the beginning
of my career.  I won all four
cases.”

Mr. Wiley was elected
President of the York
County Bar Association for
1988-1989.  He also was
appointed by Governor
Shapp to the Judicial Selec-
tion Committee which ap-
points new judges to fill
seats that become vacant
by retirement or death in 17
counties in Pennsylvania.

Another highlight in
Jan's career, again, oc-
curred early in his career, “I
tried three cases for the
Supreme Court.  It was ex-
tremely nerve-racking for
me, yet it was so exciting.  I
would tell everybody that I
was just a hayseed country
lawyer.  You see, people
think country lawyers are
dumb.  Where you're from
doesn't make you a good or
a bad lawyer.  I was only
five years into my career,
and there I was in front of
the Supreme Court.” 

After that memorable
experience, Jan continued
to build his hometown
practice.  The Dillsburg
National Bank asked him
to be on the Board of Di-
rectors in the early 1970s.
“They encouraged me to
get a bigger place, so I
added two more Associates
and I moved my practice to
where Lobar is today.”
Later, he decided to dimin-
ish the firm, and he prac-
ticed law by himself for a
while.  After a few more
years, Jan decided to build
a firm once more.  Eventu-
ally, Jan expanded to eight
lawyers and five office
people in an office along
Route 15.  “It was the worst
thing I ever did.  Believe it
or not, I never made a cent
with the law firm.  The only
money I ever made was the
money I produced myself.
It took me a long time to re-
alized I was a poor manag-

er.  I never learned how to
say, no.  I gave it all away.”
Jan summed it up saying, “I
basically went around the
block of Dillsburg, and I re-
ally like where I am now [3
N. Baltimore Street].  This
place is just the coolest
building.”

When he entered the
profession, the lawyers
were generalists; however,
in today's world there are
very few generalists.  “In
my career, I did everything
I could do except patents,
trademarks and bankrupt-
cies.  Being a trial lawyer
was my forte.  Today,
everyone specializes,” said
Wiley.  “And that's good
because you can't know
everything there is to know
about divorce law, for in-
stance.  When you get into
complicated matters, you
better know the law, espe-
cially when you get a file
with complex criminal
matters like O.J. Simpson's
case.  He was absolutely
guilty.”  

Looking back at his il-
lustrious career, there were
quite a few highlights and
individual achievements
that will preserve his lega-
cy for a very long time, but
what really makes Jan Wi-
ley, proud and feel good
about himself start with
these special moments.
“I've always been proud
about was being the saluta-
torian in my high school
graduating class of 1959.”
He also received a mention
and recognition when he
graduated from Dickinson
law school.  Jan's success-
ful speaking engagements
always garnered him great
applause and made him
feel like he was on top of
the world, but by his own
admission, “I am most
proud of  winning the Inter-
national Platform Associa-
tion Award of 2001.”  He
competed against people
from all over the world,
and it was that “hay seed
country lawyer from Dills-
burg,” Mr. Jan Wiley who
won the prestigious Daniel
Webster speaking award.

Reminiscing a little, Jan
wondered how many the
Farmers Fair parades and
beauty pageants he emceed
over the years which re-
minded him that he spoke
at a Northern High School
graduation ceremony.  Jan
perked up as he remem-
bered this anecdote.  “I
spoke at a high school
graduation.  The man who
introduced me had a speech
which was longer than
mine, and it embarrassed
me.  So, when I got upon
the platform, I looked
down at the graduates and I
said, 'I don't know who he
was talking about, and I
want you know that I got
expelled from Northern.'
The graduating class went
wild.  They clapped and
hollered and carried on like
crazy.  I'll never forget that
moment.”

His advice for the suc-
cess and a happiness in this
life is simple.  “I would tell
everybody to learn how to
laugh, but more important-
ly, learn how to make every
person you meet learn how
to laugh.  Laughing really
helps everybody.  It's the
key to life.  But first, you
must learn how to laugh be-
cause when you laugh, the
people you around will
laugh.  People feel better
after they laugh.  I really
believe that part of my pur-
pose in life is to teach peo-
ple to laugh.  If you can't
laugh, life is pretty much a
pain-in-the-arse.”

So, what's next for Mr.
Wiley?  “I'm never going to
retire until my body or
mind prevents me from do-
ing what I love to do.  Why
should I retire?  I love what
I do.  I don't fish.  I don't
hunt.  I don't have a boat.  I
don't do what most men do.
I had to work to build up
my practice, and I never
took time off.  I will lived
to be 88; a woman with a
crystal ball told me that.
On November 18, 2013, I
will be celebrating 50 years
of practicing law!”  With
the enthusiasm and energy
of Jan Wiley, Dillsburg can
look forward to another 50
years of Jan serving his
community - or at least an-
other decade or so.
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Where are
they now?
Continued from page 1C.

Playing 20 Questions Continued from 1C

9.  What's your favorite comfort food?  Lobster tail.

10. What your idea of relaxation? Taking a drive
with my wife with no agenda and no destination
and  finding a place to have dinner.

11. If you weren't a lawyer, what would you do?
From the time I was a senior, I wanted to be a
lawyer first, a psychiatrist second, and third an
airplane pilot.

12. A quote to live by?   "Do unto others..."  It's
helped me in everything I do.  Try to treat every-
body like a king even if you don't like them.  I've
learned it works! 

13. What makes you angry?  A lack of civility in
the world.

14. Who'd you like to get stuck in an elevator with?
Frank Sinatra, but he's not here, so Beyoncé.

15.What's always in your refrigerator? Cheese,
cheddar cheese.

16. The nicest thing anyone has ever said to you?
I respect you and I love you.

17. Name a cause you support whole heartedly.
Hospice and John Hopkins.

18. What is something people would be surprised
to know about you?  That I'm capable of crying.

19. What makes you laugh?  Observing people. 

20. How would you like to be remembered? As a
person who was always willing to help others.

My favorite sections of information
that makes this magazine different from
all others is the sidebars that are sprin-
kled throughout the entire magazine.
Honestly, after reading some of these, I
just shake my head or laugh out loud.  I'll
throw in a few specifics with the head-
ings: 

Only in America: A Maryland sec-
ond-grader was suspended for shaping
his breakfast pastry into a gun. Josh, age
7, says he was trying to make the straw-
berry tart into a mountain. But a teacher
thought it looked like a gun, Josh was
suspended, and the parents were sent a
note explaining that "the student used
food to make an inappropriate gesture."

Good week for: Kicking the habit - a
British woman gave up cigarettes on her
102nd birthday over fears they could
shorten her life. Clara Cowell has
smoked 60,000 cigarettes since her first
one in 1931.

Bad week for: Law and order, after a
Swedish murder suspect was turned
away when he tried to surrender to
Malmo police, who told him the station
was closed. He was finally arrested
when, as directed, he went to an open
police station in another town.

Gossip: Lindsay Lohan has refused a
plea deal that would have required her to
spend 30 days in drug and alcohol rehab
to avoid jail time for negligent driving
and lying to the police. Prosecutors told
FoxNews.com "Lindsay doesn't think
there is anything wrong with her, so she
isn't interested in rehab. As for going to
jail, she doesn't even think that is a pos-
sibility." Her trial date is set for March
18.

It must be true, I read it in the
tabloids: A Florida man has been arrest-

ed and convicted of running a prostitu-
tion ring. thanks to the honesty of his 7-
year-old son.  Robert Burton was pulled
over during a traffic stop while driving
with his son and two unnamed women.
When police asked who the women
were, the boy replied, "Those are  my
daddy's hos."  Burton last week was sen-
tenced to 15 years in jail on an array of
charges.

Noted: Of the 43 judicial nominees,
President Obama has named since
January, 17 are women, 15 are ethnic
minorities, and five are openly gay. Six
are straight white men. ~Washington
Post

The Bottom Line: Nearly 30 percent
of American community college gradu-
ates now outearn their counterparts who
hold bachelor's degrees from four-year
universities. ~CNNMoney.com

And finally, here are some of the
sources that contribute to this magazine:
The Wall Street Journal, The Baltimore
Sun, WashingtonPost.com, New York
Times, HuffingtonPost.com, Bloomberg
Businessweek, Chicago Tribune,
Forbes.com, Associated Press, and many
more.

See you next month...  

Which Do You Like Better?  
Time 

or Newsweek?

This month's seasoning focuses on media reporting, you know, "All the news that's
fit to print."  I remember as an undergraduate at West Chester one of the first lessons
Communication's majors were taught was about the media slanting the news. Time
and Newsweek magazines were the two premier magazines that America could trust-
-sort of.  One presented a conservative viewpoint, and the other a liberal viewpoint.
The professor addressed it this way.  If you read an article in Newsweek, make sure
you read the same article in Time.  Then take out a yellow marker and highlight the
viewpoint in both magazines.  If they voiced different perspectives, they were slant-
ed and not 100% credible.  If they were alike in both magazines, it was probably the
truth and verifible. What a lesson the class learned that week! After the dust settled,
we had to show the class our two magazines marked up. Information that was slant-
ed had to be blackened out with only the yellow highlighted sentences readable. The
results were amazing. So, who do you trust?

About a year ago, I interviewed Carol Knisley for my Alumni feature. We were
friends at Northern and both Adjunct Professors at York College at the time. After the
interview, we had a lot to catch up on. She introduced me to a weekly magazine I had
never heard of.   One day in my college mailbox there were a half dozen issues of the
magazine for me. I've been promoting it ever since. It's called: "The Week: The Best
of the U.S. and International Media."

No more Time and Newsweek for me. The Week has it all, and it's sources are the
most credible in America today. I don't believe it can be found in book stores or at
newsstands.  Subscriptions are very reasonable.  It's extremely user friendly.  No
sophisticated wording.  I guarantee that readers will find the type of human interest
stories that they enjoy.

Here's a an abbreviated layout: NEWS - The main stories...and how they were
covered; Controversy of the week; The U.S. at a glance; The World at a glance;
People; Talking Points; Health & Science; ARTS - Book reviews; Stage & Music
reviews; Film reviews; Television; LEISURE - Food & Drink; Travel; Consumer;
BUSINESS - News at a glance; Talking Points; OBITUARIES; PUZZLE PAGE.

AS IT WAS
Quay Birthplace

The “As It Was” house from last
month once stood on the site that is now
Quay Park at 24 N. Baltimore St.
Congratulations to Tee Kelley for
knowing that.

Tradition says that it was the birth-
place of Matthew Quay, son of the
Reverend Anderson Beaton Quay who
was pastor of the Monaghan
Presbyterian Church from 1830-1840.
And while the family did live there
briefly when they first arrived, it was
just a short time later that the more
stately Greek Revival house was built
next door (22 N. Baltimore St.) as their
permanent residence. 

Matthew went on to be a
Pennsylvania politician during the
rocky time after the Civil War Days. To
many, he was considered a statesman of
great stature to others he was a ruthless
scoundrel. 

He served as a state representative,
Pennsylvania’s campaign manager for
President Rutherford Hayes and the sec-
retary of the commonwealth. He was
implicated in a scandal when the state
treasurer was caught speculating with
state funds, but he was eventually elect-
ed to the U.S. Senate. He made several
bids for governor, but never won. He
spent most of his career as head of the
Republican Party and was known as a

ruthless campaigner. 
But he was also a man of high prin-

ciples and was a strong proponent of the
17th amendment of the U.S.
Constitution, which assures that the
position of U.S. senator will remain an
elected position and not one appointed
by the governor of a state. He was also
an early activist for the rights of Native
Americans as the U.S. expanded west-
ward.  

Some local historians have ques-
tioned which Baltimore street house
Quay was actually born in. Why would
a woman give birth in the lesser house
when she had the grander house at her
disposal? But surely a politician in the
post Lincoln era would find it fitting to
born in the more humble conditions of a
smaller house as Lincoln was. Perhaps
Quay demoted his birthplace for politi-
cal purposes. 

The property on which the house
stood was purchased by the GFWC
Dillsburg Woman’s Club in 1956 and
was to be used to build a library. That
never happened, but instead they main-
tain it as a quiet oasis for the townspeo-
ple to enjoy a moment’s respite or hold
a small outdoor gathering. 
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