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Only In America
Steven M. Nesbit
Staff Reporter/Dillsburg Banner

I love research. These are bits and pieces of little known facts and stats that you
usually won't read or hear about from our primary media sources. Each one has been
gathered from reliable sources across America, and the information is truthful. Some
statements may seem so outrageous you may find them really hard to believe; some
statistics may make you go inside yourself and ponder how does this impact me
and/or my family; and some may elicit multiple emotional responses within you that
cause you to shake your head and think...What were they thinking? Here's my "Dirty
Dozen" for July.
One in 20 patients admitted to U.S. hospitals picks up an infection they didn't
have when they arrived. Those infections cause the deaths of 100,000 people a year.
~Associated Press

Lance Pietropola, center front, with his staff; pictured from left
are Courtney Hemler, Missy Yohe, Caroline Ingham, Dawn
Colantino, Rachel Wilkens and Jessica Addlesberger.

Where are
they now?
Continued from page 1C.

made me a part-time student. I finished with a 2.9.”
His advisor suggested
strongly that he had better
pursue a different kind of
work. The second semester
Lance put his nose to the
grindstone and told himself
that he was going to learn
how to study. He took 18
credits and finished the semester with a 3.9. “I
worked my butt off. It was
a make it or break it kind of
deal. So, I ended up with
the very good GPA at the
end of my first year.” His
advisor warned him that if
he didn’t get into medical
school, he would have
nothing to fall back on.
So, Lance switched his
major to microbiology. He
was still in the science field,
and in his junior and senior
year he did research at Hershey Medical Center. “I had
just started to study for my
MCAT (an acronym for
medical college acceptance
test) entrance exam, and interestingly, I had an appointment with my dentist.
He started asking me questions about college, and the
anesthesiologist I did research under told me that
medicine is not a real family friendly field.” He told
Lance that he still works 75
to 80 hours a week and was
not involved with his kids,
plus, he was on-call all the
time. “I think he had a lot of
regrets, said Lance. “I always saw myself as a family man. I wanted the best
of both worlds,” Originally, Lance wanted to become
a surgeon and be involved
with patient care. He wanted to do something with his
hands because of his artistic

background. “I spent some
time with my dentist, and I
thought it would be the perfect profession for me. My
parents thought I was nuts,
but I switched gears and decided to take the dental entrance exam. I did well and
never looked back.”
When his senior year
second semester ended,
Lance had an undergraduate degree, a BS in microbial biotechnology, from
Penn State; however, he
had to start all over again
which meant another four
years of undergraduate
work, then four more years
in dental school and a oneyear optional residency at
the VA hospital in Lebanon.
He applied to Pitt, Temple,
University of Maryland and
West Virginia dental
schools. “I was accepted to
all four of the schools, but I
really liked the University
of Maryland.” He decided
to live in Baltimore for five
years, and finally after 13
years of higher education
and two degrees, he was
ready to enter his profession. Dr. Pietropola did a
lot of advanced training in
oral surgery.”One of the
professional achievements
I’ve accomplished is attaining my Fellowship in the
Academy of General Dentistry. Only about 20% of
dentists have this title as it
requires 500 hours of continuing education following
graduation and passing a
half day comprehensive
exam. I received my fellowship three years ago,
and with that comes a few
extra letters behind my professional title.”
In addition to general
dentistry, his practice includes periodontal and endodontic work, and dental
implants.
Lance and Lindsay
were married after his
sophomore year in dental
school in 2003.

Playing twenty questions
Continued from 1C
9. What’s your idea of relaxation? A two week vacation somewhere tropical. It takes three days to
unwind and three days to gear-up to go back to
work, so you need that week in the middle to relax.
10. Your comfort food? Swedish Fish and Sour
Patch Kids - The worst thing you can eat.
11. A cause you support wholeheartedly? My wife
and I support anything that involves kids. Children do not have a chance to pick their parents.
12. What would people be surprised to know about
you? That I have an artistic side. I used to cartoon for the Penn State newspaper.
13. A favorite movies? Dumb and Dumber, The
Shawshank Redemption.
14. Sports, music or the Arts?
Sports. I’m a
Steelers and a Penn State fan.
15. Who would you like to be stuck in an elevator
with? My wife with no kids.
16. What qualities make a good dentist? I’ve had
some patients refuse x-rays. I’m totally honest
and tell them that I can’t do my job without xrays every once in a while. Unfortunately, some
patients left my practice. To me, it’s a disservice
not to think the way I’ve been trained to do. I
don’t ever want to compromise my standards.
17. Hop on a Time Machine. Where’d you go? I’d
go back to biblical times. Most people could not
read. There was no medicine back then, and one
of every two children born died. I feel we’re losing the sense of community and helping one another because of technology.
18. What makes you cry? There’s a lot of
heartache in the world. How anyone can hurt a
child just blows my mind. It happens way too frequently.
19. Describe yourself in three words or phrases.
Genuine, Witty, and Persistent.
20. Any unfulfilled ambitions? I hope I accomplish
much more than I have already. When my children are little older, I’d love to get into some form
of teaching, but right now I’m comfortable with
where I am in establishing my practice.

“My wife and I moved
to Lancaster. I started in
practice there, and she took
a job as a physical therapist
at Lancaster General.”
Pietropola did private practice for about two years and
worked one day a week at
the VA hospital in Lebanon.
He was preparing to buy a
practice in Camp Hill when
the economy teetered
around 2007. “The dentist I
was working with decided
he wasn’t going to retire,
but I was offered a full-time
job at the Lebanon VA hospital and worked there
about four years. I definitely could’ve made a career
at the hospital, but one of
the things that the anesthesiologist told me when I
was doing research was that
in medicine, you no longer
can be your own boss. Today, you have to be affiliated with a hospital, and
management would always
be telling you what to do.
Having non-clinical people
telling you how to do your
job when you know what’s
best for the patient is extremely frustrating. I believe that the larger an organization becomes, the
higher the level of dysfunction exists within the organization.” Dentistry is one
of those few fields in medicine where you can still be
your own boss, and that
was a major factor that
drew Lance to dentistry.
“My goal has always been
to bring the best possible
care to my patients, and I
always wanted to be my
own boss,” he said. “That’s
when I said to myself, ‘I
don’t want to work in a hospital for my entire career.”
About three or four
years ago, Dr. Pietropola
found out through his
wife’s family that Dr.
Shapiro, a dentist in the
Shiloh area, was about
ready to retire. Lance contacted Dr. Shapiro and kept
in touch with him periodically. “I called him last year
and he said, ‘I’m ready to
retire.’ Lance told him that
he was”ready to run my
own ship.” They worked
out the details rather quickly, and within two months
the negotiations were finished. “Dr. Shapiro sold the
practice to me, and he was
quite helpful in introducing
me to his patients,” said
Lance. “Growing up in
Dillsburg, people from
Dover saw me as a local
boy. Dentistry has been
able to hold onto the family
factor. We see the same patients for 20 to 30 years. I
get to see kids and adults
and everything in between.
The best part of my job is
the people part of it, and I
love that aspect of my job.
Medicine has become such
an assembly line; it seems
to have lost that feel-good
family connection. A lot of
Shapiro’s patients knew my
wife’s family and my family, so it worked out quite
well. We both caught each
other at the right time in our
lives.” During the transition, they worked together
for about nine months before Lance took over the
practice. Recently, Dr.
Pietropola took two weeks
off for vacation, and Dr.
Shapiro came in and
worked until Lance returned. “Dr. Shapiro really
helped me, and the handoff
was seamless,” Lance said
with a smile,”It’s a win-win
set up for both of us.”

Become
a fan

Our updated hospital safety ratings now include 2,031 hospitals. But we still find
cause for concern. The average score for all hospitals was 49 on our 100-point scale.
'When it comes to health care, average is never good enough, and this average is not
even close,' says John Santa, M.D. director of the Consumer Reports Health Ratings
Center.
~Consumer Reports
Sixty-four percent of American adults say sports figures have a greater influence
on society than clergy or other faith leaders. 19% say religious leaders have more
influence than athletes. ~The Barna Group
Facebook's first annual earnings report showed $1.1 billion in pretax profits, but
the social networking firm will likely pay zero federal and state taxes. Instead, thanks
to some clever bookkeeping. the company is expected to receive a $429 million tax
refund.
~Businessweek.com
Sixty-nine percent of Internet buyers do research before purchasing a product, and
almost 80% change their purchasing decisions based on negative product reviews.
~The Wall Street Journal
A Christian mothers' group is complaining that Geico's latest ad features Maxwell,
a talking pig, ignoring the flirtatious advances of a young woman as they sit in a
parked car. The group, One Million Moms, said it is 'disgusting to see how the company takes lightly the idea of beastiality.' ~The Week
Almost half of working-age Americans skipped necessary medical care last year
because it was too expensive. Most of those 80 million people were uninsured or
underinsured, but 28% with good insurance still did without treatment because of
cost.
~CNN.com
College sports coaches are the highest paid state employees in 41 states, receiving
checks that surpass the salaries of governors, university presidents, and doctors and
lawyers working in state agencies. ~Deadspin.com
No Republican or conservative has been invited to make the commencement
speech this year at any of the 50 top U.S. liberal arts colleges, as ranked by U.S. News
and World Report. ~Los Angeles Times
Americans think a family of four needs an annual minimum of $58,000 "just to
get by," according to a new Gallup poll. That's twice the 2012 poverty threshold for
a family of four, which was about $24,000 a year. ~CNBC.com
Every U.S. president since Richard M. Nixon has been faced with scandal in his
second term, with an administration's vulnerability to scandal peaking in its fifth year.
~CSMonitor.com
Nearly 60% of the tuna sold at restaurants and grocery stores in the U.S. is not
tuna, a DNA study by the group Oceana found. Most of the mislabeled tuna was in
fact an extremely oily fish called escolar. The same study found that red snapper was
misrepresented 87% of the time. ~Los Angeles Times

Quilt Notes
For those of you who made it to the
Kutztown Folk Festival, weren’t the
quilts fabulous! It can be overwhelming when you see so many hand-made
quilts in one room. The quilt display
provided the Dillsburg Library Quilters with renewed enthusiasm to get
the next raffle quilt finished for the August kickoff of the annual library quilt
raffle. We have again rolled the quilt
and are able to see the progression of
our quilting stitches on this Irish Chain
quilt in shades of green. It is double
bed size and includes a pair of coordinating pillow cases. Raffle tickets for
this quilt go on sale in the library on
August 1st and the winning ticket will
be drawn the Saturday of Farmers’
Fair. This will be a transition year for
the annual quilt raffle and there will be
no other prizes. Please remember that
the proceeds go directly to the library
to help finance their programs, books,
computers, and other items that directly benefit you as a library patron, and
that your raffle ticket may make you
the owner of this beautiful hand-made
quilt.
Our librarian, Barbara Tosiano, will
be leading a discussion group on Tuesday, September 17th on Tracy Chevalier’s book, The Last Runaway, a story about the underground railroad and
quilting. We quilters are looking forward to joining in with the discussion
and encourage you to do the same. It
sounds like an interesting book to us!
There are several quilting expos
and activities going on within the next
2 months that you may want to put on
your calendar. Running now thru August is the “Row by Row Quilt Shop

Hop that includes more than 138 quilt
shops in PA and NY. For each of the
quilt shops visited, directions for a
pieced row are given with the expectation of creating a unique quilt using the
different rows.
The Chambersburg Quilt Guild is
hosting “A Quilter’s Journey Quilt
Show” on July 19th and 20th. This
free show is held at Falling Spring
Presbyterian Church in Chambersburg.
A few days later from July 25th to the
28th, Quilt Odyssey 2013 returns to the
Hershey Lodge and Convention Center
and includes over 80 merchants and a
vast amount of quilts for a $10 one day
admission. September 19th to the
22nd is the Pennsylvania National
Quilt Extravaganza XX held in the
Greater Philadelphia Expo Center in
Oaks, PA. This nice show is well
worth the two hour drive and $14 admission.
For those of you looking for active
quilt guilds, check out the York and
Letort Quilt Guilds. Both are very receptive to new members and have lots
of quilting activities to pick and choose
from. Letort Guild is hosting its first
ever quilt shop hop in Maryland on
August 10th. ‘Quilters going on this
hop are brown bagging it so as to get as
many shops in as possible.
Well, quilters, that’s it for another
month of information. Please drop in
to the library to check out the quilters
on Thursday evenings between 6:30
and 8:30. Feel free to contact Maggie
Bernholz at 432-8088 or Sherry Morgan at 432-2743 with any questions or
events that you would like to see mentioned in this column.

